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Shrouded by fog ET classes canceled, 
students left hanging
Phaseout may force some to leave Poly
By Joy Nieman 
Staff Writer
STEVE McCRANK/Summar Mustang
Common this time of year, a thick fog rolls across the foothills of Morro Bay one evening recently.
Baker to announce open house 
decision at conference today
By Suzanne Hook 
Staff Writer
ASI and the Student-Com­
m unity Liaison Committee 
(SCLC) have scheduled a 3 p.m. 
p r e s s  c o n fe r e n c e  to d a y  
(Thursday) at City Hall to an­
nounce University President 
Warren Baker’s decision on a 
proposed school-wide open house.
“The last call is made by Dr. 
Baker,” ASI President Marquam 
Fhros said. “I expect that people 
will be pleased with the results.”
The proposed annual open 
house event is a revised version 
of Cal Poly’s traditional Poly 
Royal. The event was canceled in 
1990 because of rioting. The 
SCLC, a committee dedicated to 
monitoring and improving stu­
dent-com m unity  re la tio n s.
proposed the idea to Baker July 
26.
“The SCLC proposed what 
steps it would take to bring it (a 
Poly Royal-type event) back,” 
Piros said.
Members of the committee in­
clude San Luis Obispo Mayor 
Peg Pinard, Chief of Police Jim 
Gardiner, representatives from 
the Chamber of Commerce, 
President Baker, ASI executive 
staff representatives and other 
community and student leaders.
The entire committee will con­
vene in the San Luis Obispo City 
Council chambers to hear 
Baker’s announcement.
“We thought it would be most 
advantageous that we go back to 
the committee to announce the 
next step,” Piros said. “We 
thought this would be the best
way to get information out and to 
emphasize that we’re working 
with the community.”
If the proposal is approved, 
the Open House Planning Com­
mittee will take over the respon­
sibility of organizing the event. 
Guidelines have been set in the 
proposal to ensure everyone has 
a clear understanding of the 
goals and concerns put forward 
by the SCLC.
“We want to start off small, 
but strong, to make sure that 
everything goes well,” said Mary 
Kay Duffy, an ASI executive staff 
member. “SCLC has made 
strides in improving relations 
and we want to make sure that 
the (first event) is a success 
which can be built upon.”
Since the cancellation of Poly 
See OPEN HOUSE, page 2
As the phaseout of Cal Poly’s 
engineering technology program 
begins its second year, some ET 
students are close to becoming ca­
sualties of the department's lin­
gering demise.
ET junior Adam Molina is one 
of those students. He said he re­
ceived a letter two weeks ago in­
forming him that nine classes he 
needs to take to graduate will not 
be offered this year.
Because of that, he 
said he was not certain if 
he would return to Cal Poly 
in the fall.
"I'm trying to push fin­
ishing in ET," Molina said,
"but I'm hanging by a 
thread."
Associate Dean of En­
gineering Paul Rainey, 
former head of the engi- 
neeringtechnology depart­
ment, said the department 
is working hard to fit the 
needs of all ET students.
But Molina may be one of 
five continuing students 
forced to switch majors, take 
classes at Cal Poly Pomona or 
transfer to another school.
Rainey said he sent letters to 
ET students July 20 to inform them 
of newly-canceled ET classes and 
what their resulting options were.
Rainey said the canceled 
classes are part of ET's ongoing, 
three-year phaseout. He said the 
types of courses the department
can offer are being restricted, be- 
^ginning with the 1993-94 academic 
year.
Although ET can offer lower- 
division courses that count for 
credit in other engineering depart­
ments, the department is permit­
ted only to offer upper-division 
courses to its own students. It can 
no longer offer the lower-division 
courses and support courses that 
some ET students still need.
Additionally, Rainey said bud­
get cuts required the elimination
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Associate Dean Paul Rainey said the ET 
department Is trying to assist students.
of additional ET courses which 
showed low student demand.
"We have decided in the (Col­
lege) of Engineering that the 
classes were too small to be of­
fered," he said.
A total of four ET courses and 
one lab section originally sched­
uled for fall have been canceled, he 
said. Some others, including ETME 
See ET, page 3
Pair has eyes for Poly’s blind
Retired couple transcribes notes for visually impaired
By .Jeffrey Jen
Staff Writer
When Benny Martin, a 
blind psychology and human 
developm ent sen ior , is  
handed a course syllabus or 
handout, he relies on a retired 
couple to put the material 
into a form he can read.
Don and Reggie Rohde are 
that couple.
They have brailled and 
read onto cassette tapes for 
Cal Poly’s visually impaired 
the past five years. For their 
services. Cal Poly’s Disabled 
Student Services (DSS) and 
ASI’s College Level Under­
graduates Becoming More 
E n lightened  about D is­
ab ilities (C.L.U.B.M .E.D) 
recently honored the Los Osos 
couple as Braillist and Co- 
Reader of the Year. '
For the couple, it was the 
most recent of many awards 
t h e y  h a v e  r e c e i v e d  
throughout their retired lives 
for dedicating time and work 
to assist the visually im­
paired.
The Retired Seniors Volun­
teer Program (R.S.V .P) 
recently presented Don with 
an award for donating 1,539 
working hours in one year. It 
was the most hours anyone 
contributed in the central sec­
tion of the San Luis Obispo 
County chapter of the Califor­
nia Council of the Blind.
“It is our contribution to 
the community,” said Don, 77, 
of his recording and his wife’s 
breiilling.
“We are happy to receive 
these awards,” added Reggie, 
80. “It shows that we are 
being recognized for our
work.”
Working with Cal Poly’s 
disabled students isn’t the 
only work the Rohdes do. The 
Rohdes and chapter president 
Carol Blake, who is blind, 
also formed a Blindness 
Awareness Team that goes to 
secondary schools to speak 
about their program.
They are also involved in 
the Blind Bowlers Club. 
Every Monday at 9 a.m. the 
trio goes to Laurel Lanes in 
San Luis Obispo to assist the 
blind as they bowl.
Reggie points the visually 
impaired bowlers in the right 
direction while Don calls out 
the pins knocked down. He 
also tells the bowlers how 
close the bowling ball was to 
the pins left standing.
Reggie said she was in- 
Sce BRAILLE, page 3
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Don and Reggie Rohde braille and read 
to tape for visually-impaired students
Emergency 
sirens to blare 
on Saturday
Two tests of the county’s 
Early Warning System sirens are 
scheduled for Saturday between 
12 noon and 1:00 p.m.
The sirens will sound for 
three to five minutes, according 
to test plans from the County Of­
fice of Emergency Services.
Siren locations range on the 
coast from Cayucos to the 
Nipomo Mesa and inland in an 
irregular-shaped arc of about 12 
to 20 miles from the Diablo 
Canyon Nuclear Power Plant.
In an emergency, the Early 
Warning System sirens are 
designed to alert the public to 
tune radios to 920 or 1400 on the 
AM dial or 98.1 FM — or to any 
San Luis Obispo County Emer­
gency Broadcast System radio 
Sec SI REN, page 2
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Poly honors three with prestigious teaching award
Students, faculty pick school’s most ‘distinguished’
Heather McLaughlin
Staff Writer _______
Cal Poly has honored three 
faculty members with its most 
prestigious teaching award.
Susan Duffy of the speech 
communication departm ent, 
Donald Maas of the University 
Center for Teacher Education 
and Charles Slem of the psychol­
ogy and human development 
department have been named 
Cal Poly’s 1992-93 Distinguished 
Teachers.
The Distinguished Teacher 
Awards Committee, made up of 
five faculty members and two 
ASI-appointed students, acts on 
nominations from faculty, staff 
and students.
The committee selects three 
teachers in midspring whom it 
feels are the most qualified of all 
the nominees, said Harvey
Greenwald, the committee’s 
chairperson.
“It is really a student initiated 
process,” Greenwald said.
During fall quarter, flyers 
were placed around the campus 
prodding students to nominate a 
favorite professor, Maas said. 
S tu d en ts  p resen ted  their  
nominations to the committee 
along with a reason why they 
think their nominee deserved to 
be honored.
Members of the committee 
selected nine finalists based on 
the reasons students provided, 
Maas said.
Members of the committee 
then sat in on the finalists’ lec­
tures and chose the three most 
deserving.
Raymond F. Zeuschner, 
speech communication depart­
ment chair, said Duffy is an ap­
propriate choice as one of the dis­
tinguished teachers.
“She puts a lot of energy into 
her teaching and is deeply com­
mitted to her field,” he said.
Speech communication senior 
Janet Schell agreed.
“Her classes are organized, 
well-prepared and more interest­
ing than the others I’ve taken,” 
she said.
Duffy came to Cal Poly in 
1988. She earned her bachelor’s 
degree in speech and theater arts 
from the University of Pit­
tsburgh in 1979.
Besides being named a distin­
guished teacher, Duffy also won 
a Distinguished Service-Learn­
ing Award this year for her 
“Storytelling in the Schools” 
program.
“It was flattering and such a 
surprise,” Duffy said.
Susan Roper, director of the
University Center for Teacher 
E ducation , sa id  she was 
d e lig h te d  to h ave  M aas 
presented with the award.
“We believe that we should 
demonstrate outstanding teach­
ing because that is our business,” 
Roper said.
Maas instructs classes on 
teaching effectiveness. In his 
classes, Maas helps elementary, 
secondary and college-level in­
structors relate better to stu­
dents through participation in 
student activities, such as wait­
ing in line to register.
He came to Cal Poly in 1976 
and was named Outstanding 
Educator in 1986.
He has seen other teachers 
receive the distinguished award 
and always thought it would be 
nice to be presented with it, he 
said.
“To be nominated by students, 
to me, is just a great honor,” 
Maas said.
Slem has been at Cal Poly
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since 1975. He received the Ex­
ceptional Merit Service Award 
for teaching excellence and ser­
vice to the university in 1984 and 
1988.
“He is not only an excellent 
teacher, but an excellent re­
searcher as well,” said Patrice L. 
Engle, chair of the psychology 
and human development depart­
ment.
Slem’s students also think 
highly of him.
“He’s a wonderful teacher,” 
said human development senior 
Stephanie Schoenfeld. “He brings 
enthusiasm to psychology, and I 
admire him.”
Each teacher received $1,000 
from money donated by alumni, 
which was awarded to them 
during the spring graduation 
ceremony.
A plaque w ill also be 
presented to each teacher during 
the general session of Cal Poly 
faculty’s “welcome-back” fall con­
ference in September.
OPEN HOUSE
From page 1
Royal, individual colleges at the 
university have sponsored their 
own open houses.
“By bringing them together on 
one weekend, it would be more 
dynamic and draw great en­
thusiasm from the entire campus 
and community,” Duffy said.
A Cal Poly open house will 
give the school an opportunity to 
showcase its academic excel­
lence, according to one of the 
guidelines written in the 
proposal.
SIREN
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station — for official information 
and instructions.
The sirens were installed as 
part of the Emergency Response 
Plan for the Diablo Canyon 
plant, but may be sounded by the 
county for any emergency. The 
sirens are activated by radio 
from the San Luis Obispo County 
Sheriff’s Department.
A full-volume test of the en­
tire system is conducted annual­
ly by the county and PG&E. In­
dividual sirens are tested every 
, quarter as part of a continuous 
maintenance program.
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Poly students finish 1-2-3 
in county beauty pageant
By Monique McCarty
Staff Writer
A Cal Poly business senior 
was crowned 1993 Miss San 
Luis Obispo County USA at the 
California Mid-State Fair Aug. 
3. She hopes her success will 
continue when she goes up 
against 57 other beauty contes­
tants vying for 1993 Miss 
California USA next month.
Tracy Hanson, 23, was 
chosen over 10 contestants, 
three of whom are Cal Poly stu­
dents. All three women placed at 
the top of the competition.
Susan Bressan, a 20-year-old 
city and regional planning 
junior, was selected as first run­
ner-up and Cindy Carr, a 24- 
year-old human development 
junior, placed second runner-up.
The victory marked Hanson’s 
first attempt at beauty pageant 
competition.
After months of training, 
learning and planning for one 
com petition, Hanson m ust 
quickly prepare for the next step 
up the pageant ladder — the 
1993 Miss California USA 
pageant, to be held Sept. 2-4 in 
Visalia.
Hanson said she did not real­
ize preparation for the state 
pageant was underway as she' 
readied for Miss San Luis 
Obispo County.
“My boyfriend has helped me 
with my training — working out 
with me, asking me practice 
questions and keeping me up- 
to-date on current events,” she 
said.
“I am hoping to place in the
Tracy Hanson
top six — I want to go and at 
least be recognized.”
A strong support group sur­
rounds Hanson. Her family, 
boyfriend, fnends and even her 
past pageant competitors con­
tinue to cheer her on.
“I have told her some of the 
trick questions the judges might 
ask,” Carr said. “She also knows 
she has my full support.”
The Miss California State 
USA pageant contestants are 
scored on private interviews, 
bathing suit competition, eve­
ning gown competition and 
questions asked on stage.
“No matter if I win the title 
... my new experiences have 
made me a better person,” Han­
son said.
Public Safety bikes to fight crime
By Bonnie DeBow 
and Michelle Oelze 
Staff Writers
Some of Cal Poly’s Public 
Safety officers have a new image. 
They can be spotted wearing 
shorts, tennis shoes and bike hel­
mets as they cruise campus on 
two wheels.
They are patrolling the cam­
pus core on the newest, quick- 
response vehicles in law enforce­
ment — mountain bikes.
“On bicycles there is higher 
visibility, officers can hear more 
and there is better contact with 
people,” said Public Safety Inves­
tigator Mike Kennedy.
Public Safety patrols campus 
by bicycle from 5 p.m. to 3 a.m. 
approximately six days a week. 
Officer Carol Montgomery has 
patrolled the inner-campus core 
for the past two months on a 
bicycle and said student response 
to the concept has been  
favorable.
“As I’m crmsing through cam­
pus I can say Tli, how ya’ doin’? ” 
she said. “You can’t do that in a 
patrol car. The bike’s more
thorough and effective.”
Montgomery said bikes are an 
appropriate law enforcement 
vehicle because people don’t ex­
pect an officer to approach them 
on a bike.
“When criminals are commit­
ting a crime they aren’t looking 
for ... police on a bike — they’re 
looking for a patrol car,” she 
said. “It’s not until the police are 
off their bikes that the criminal 
realizes it’s an officer.”
The bikes, purchased from 
Broad Street Bikes in San Luis 
Obispo, are painted and outfitted 
with special gear.
“We order them with street 
tires, special rear racks for e- 
quipment, white paint and 
‘police’ written in black,” said 
Dana Iversen, owner of Broad 
Street Bikes.
Jim English, administrative 
sergeant for the San Luis Obispo 
Police Department, said the 
department has used bike 
patrols occasionally for more 
than 13 years.
“Bicycle patrolling is a good
idea for more congested areas 
like Cal Poly,” he said. “It 
enables (an officer) to approach 
someone very quietly.”
Currently, there is at least 
one Public Safety officer on bike 
patrol per day. Within a year, 
Montgomery said Public Safety 
hopes to increase that number to 
three officers.
The bike patrols may be 
another way to fight the rising 
crime rate on the Cal Poly cam­
pus, Kennedy said.
According to the CSU’s an­
nual crime statistics released 
this April, violent crimes on the 
Cal Poly campus rose from one to 
five in 1992 — a 400 percent in­
crease.
The report also states thefts 
at Cal Poly rose 14 percent last 
year, with 429 cases reported.
According to Montgomeiy, the 
patrols will be seen in more 
crowded areas of campus.
“We’ll be in areas like the H-2 
parking lot across from the 
library because it’s too hard for a 
patrol car to cover these con­
gested areas,” Montgomery said.
BRAILLE
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spired to start helping the 
visually impaired in 1968 when 
she saw kids reading in large 
print.
“That got me thinking about 
kids that can’t read,” she said. “I 
heard there was a brailling class 
in Mountain View, Calif., so I 
decided to attend it.”
Reggie was eventually cer­
tified by the Library of Congress 
in 1971. She started brailling for 
a volunteer braille service when
the couple moved to Oregon in 
1972. Don got involved by taping 
his voice as he read books for the 
service in 1974.
In 1985, the Rohdes moved to 
Los Osos. “There was too much 
(rain) in Oregon,” Reggie said. 
“Don could handle it, I couldn’t.” 
By early 1986, Don and Reg­
gie began working in the local 
community and with Cal Poly 
and Cuesta College.
Since then, they have been of 
great help to Cal Poly’s DSS, ac-
cording to coordinator Chris 
Parker-Kennedy.
“(The Rohdes) are a tremen­
dous support to the blind be­
cause we are lost without braille 
and taped books,” Martin said. 
“(The ^ h d es) are totally indis­
pensable. Without them it would 
be very difficult to get through 
school.”
Though there are 20 readers 
working with DSS, Don is one of 
the most sought after readers in 
See READERS, page 6
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301, thermodynamics, and 
ETME 333, industrial hydraulics 
and pneumatics, are being of­
fered for the last time this Sep­
tember.
“The question is, do you offer 
a class with five students with so 
many students needing other 
classes?” Rainey said. “I don’t 
think it’s fair to offer a course 
with only five students in it.”
In the past, classes with low 
enrollment needed to be ap­
proved by the CSU Chancellor’s 
Office, Rainey said. He said a 
minimum of 10 to 12 students 
was usually recommended for an 
upper-division class, and 12 to 14 
for a lower-division course.
The canceled classes were re­
quested by eight or fewer stu­
dents, Rainey said.
“I wish budget cuts would not 
have occurred and we could offer 
smaller classes, but that’s not 
real life,” he said.
The mandated elimination of 
lower-division major courses 
means students like Molina, who 
still need prerequisites for their 
remaining classes, have few 
choices.
In order to stay in ET, Molina 
said he needs to take his senior- 
level classes now. To do that 
' without the necessary prere­
quisites, he said he needs the 
permission of the professors 
teaching the courses. However, 
no ET faculty are teaching this 
summer.
“Very few people need the 
same classes I need,” Molina 
said. “A few students are still in 
trouble and aren’t going to get 
much help because they’re a 
minority in the ET program.
There are 125 students cur­
rently enrolled in the engineer­
ing technology program, most of. 
whom in either the mechanical 
or electronics concentrations. 
Students in those concentrations 
See PHASEOUT, oace 8
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‘A n eye  for and e y e ’ blinds us all
Coming from a military family 
(my father was in the navy), I 
was raised to believe in America 
and our government — I was 
supposed to love our country, 
celebrate dead p residents’ 
birthdays, barbecue on the Four­
th of July, be obedient and al­
ways answer my father with a 
“yes sir” or a “no sir,” “please” 
and “thank you.”
I guess this strong emphasis 
on respect for government taught 
me to believe in its major 
decisions — such as the use of 
the death penalty.
I used to think there was 
nothing wrong with the death 
penalty. I thought to myself, 
“What’s wrong with killing a con­
fessed serial killer or a rapist?”
I thought of how I would feel 
if a member of my family or a 
friend were killed or otherwise 
affected by a brutal crime.
And I used to think the death 
penalty might not be a bad solu­
tion for criminals that hurt those 
close to me; An eye for an eye, 
right?
Well, I no longer believe in 
capital punishment, and I have 
made a complete 180-degree turn 
very much against it.
I read a book this summer 
called “Dead Man Walking: An 
Eyewitness Account of the Death 
Penalty in the United States,” by 
Helen Prejean, and I highly 
recommend it to anyone who has 
a strong opinion either for or 
against capital punishment.
The book’s author is a Roman 
Catholic nun who corresponds 
with death row inmates.
This nun exchanged letters 
with and visited men who had 
committed crimes such as killing 
a teenage couple and murdering 
an 18-year-old girl.
Yes, I feel these crimes were 
very serious, but the author 
brought up some points in the 
book that changed my mind and 
made me realize capital punish-
By Lisa Iruguin
ment is wrong.
The death penalty is costing 
us citizens way too much — 
financially and morally.
Financially, it costs more to 
execute a prisoner than to keep 
him in jail for life.
Capital trials require more ex­
pert witnesses and more inves­
tigators. Jury selection takes 
longer because those who oppose 
the death penalty are screened 
out.
And whenever the death 
penalty is sought, a separate 
sentencing trial is required, and 
usually there are appieals in 
state and federal courts.
In Florida, for example, each 
death sen ten ce  costs ap­
proximately $3.18 million, and 
the cost of life imprisonment (40 
years) is about $516,000.
In addition to the above list of 
costs, the author notes the addi­
tional expenses of segregating 
death-row inmates from other 
prisoners and hiring additional 
security for them.
A lso , m o st d e a th -r o w  
prisoners are not allowed to 
work, preventing them from 
helping pay for their upkeep.
Killing is wrong, whether it be 
performed by a criminal or by 
the government.
Who decides who is competent 
enough to determine whether 
someone lives or dies with the 
death penalty?
By exercising the death penal­
ty, isn’t the government on the 
same level as a murderer, or 
anyone else on death row?
If we feel that murder is 
wrong and that we cannot 
tolerate it in our society, then we 
must feel that murder is wrong 
not only for individuals, but for 
governments as well.
I am not in any way making 
light of crimes that lead people 
to death row, I just feel that a 
life sentence without possibility 
of parole is more effective than
putting someone in an electric 
chair.
Besides, life behind bars gives 
a criminal the chance to think 
about the crime that was com­
mitted, maybe even feel remorse, 
and possibly even pay a debt in 
mental suffering.
Another reason I object to the 
death penalty is that its effects 
are irreversible. It’s a lot easier 
to release a prisoner from jail 
than it is to bring a prisoner 
back from the dead.
A two-year study of capital 
punishment in the United States 
by Hugo A. Bedau of Tufts 
University and Michael L. 
Radelet of the University of 
Florida brings this point home.
The study documented 417 
people who were wrongly con­
victed of capital offenses and 23 
who were actually executed in 
the United States in this cen­
tury.
I admit that I’ve never been 
forced to deal personally with the 
death penalty issue — I’ve been 
lucky enough not to have been 
brutally affected by a crime.
If I am ever placed in that 
position, I realize that I will ex­
perience strong feelings of anger 
and rage.
But I have also come to real­
ize that in many situations for­
giveness is sometimes the hard­
est thing to give and to receive.
I believe I have grown up, and 
my views and beliefs now em­
phasize the worth of life instead 
of condoning death.
Why waste time hating or 
wishing death on someone? Why 
not spend time instead helping 
others or helping yourself? Or 
how about s{>ending some time to 
convince our government that 
killing people, and at times in­
nocent people, is wrong?
Lisa Iruguin is a journalism  
senior. This is her final quarter 
reporting for Summer Mustang.
Virtual education at Cal Poly
In Plato’s dialogue the Phaedrus, Socrates compares written 
words to paintings because, “If you wish an explanation, they 
go on telling you the same thing, over and over, forever.” So 
Socrates, an annoying man later put to death for asking too 
many questions, delivered the Speech of Lysias from memory 
but shunned writing and neglected the visual power of the
mind.
Luckily, one of his students was taking notes, and we now 
have the opportunity to continue his dialectic tradition through 
multimedia technology and memorization techniques 
developed by the Department of Defense.
Last month, Bakersfield Community College President 
Richard Wright demonstrated, in a mock lecture held on cam­
pus and covered by Summer Mustang, how computers can be 
used to teach students. This idea represents an important step 
in our progress from a society of education to one of entertain­
ment. Under the scheme, each department at Cal Poly could 
build a library of entertaining music videos, recorded in stereo, 
for student consumption. Professors could add a personal touch 
by splicing in their own audiovisual co'tributions.
I think it is worth taking a moment to consider the disparity 
between this means of transmitting information and the ideal 
of university education.
Back when my mother was a baby, too young to understand 
nursery rhymes and fairy tales, her father would read her a 
bedtime story. In this setting, it was not the content but the 
form of the message that made the exchange meaningful, as 
Dad showed by example that books contain a narrative that 
can be brought to life. Reading to children is vital to their 
developing an attention span that will get them through The 
Great Gatsby or a long-division problem. In the same manner, 
some of our best school teachers and i rofessors, in addition to 
conveying information on a subject, have set an example of in­
telligent discourse so that we might become more articulate in 
serving the classnxims, corporate headquarters and technical 
laboratories of the future.
This kind of literary and oral tradition has been generally 
put to rest by the influence of televisii n in our postliterate na­
tion, an any literary sensibilities still preserved in our univer­
sities will fade from memory after the “breakthrough technol­
ogy” of the multimedia classroom is put in place. Consider the 
implications of filing a class of poetry students into a computer 
lab and exposing them to an audiovis jal poem like the one in 
Wright’s demonstration. In the transfer from test to electronic 
file, individual interpretation of the work would be lost as 
thousands of students per year heard the same recitation. Of 
course, an appreciation of poetry would be irrelevant in such a 
course since relaying signals back and forth would replace dis­
cussing a literary heritage as the central activity between stu­
dents and professors. The NeXT computers sold at our 
bookstore can instantly call up a scene from the complete plays 
of William Shakespeare, but a generation of students educated 
in a computer lab is unlikely to take u p English literature as a 
personal interest.
The electronic media have also taken on world events in a 
way that could revolutionize the study of history. To students 
in the audiovisual classroom, the Golden Age of Athens, with 
all of its rhetorical and democratic institutions, might become 
a digitized picture of “Winged Victory,” just as the failure of a 
command economy in Eastern Europe is signaled by fix)tage of 
a celebration at the Berlin Wall for viewers of CNN. The linear 
progression of time as recorded in texts (from the classical era 
through the dark ages into the Renaissance, for example) is 
gradually being condensed into a series of easily grasped im­
ages signifying the past to members of our electronic culture. 
Oversimplification of this kind was nowhere more evident than 
in CNN’s coverage of The War in the Gulf. TV audiences 
worldwide marveled over the allies’ “surgical strike” and 
thrilled to commercials for the Patriot and Tomahawk missiles. 
In the mental environment created by the nonstop flow of 
propaganda from a TV satellite or “lecture shells” from a 
university mainframe, it is nearly impossible to reflect on the 
historical context of a war or compose a sentence longer than a 
sound-bite.
We should leave it to the media and our high-tech industries 
to construct a new, virtual reality ior the public while the 
academic institutions begun in Europe and continued in the 
New World slowly curl up and die. Fo’^ as soon as we interrupt 
the free exchange of ideas between professors and students, 
our university will go the way of oc.r society as a place of 
mediocrities Iwund together by electronic media.
In defense of the old school, I suggest we keep computers 
out of the lecture hall.
Todd Lambert 
Mechanical Engineering
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Ballroomers cha-cha their way to Las Vegas
Local dancers revive the meaning of schmaltz
By Kelly Rice
Staff Writer__________
Get your dancing shoes on — 
the latest dance craze has hit 
San Luis Obispo County,
But it’s not disco, country- 
western line dancing or ballet. 
This not-so-new style of dancing 
takes the form of the rumba, 
tango and waltz.
It’s ballroom dancing, and ac­
cording to many ballroom  
fanatics, it will sweep yoy off 
your feet.
Ballroom dancing consists of a 
variety of different dances — in­
cluding the rumba, the Cuban 
dance of love; the tango, the 
seductive dance from Buenas 
Aires; or the Viennese waltz, the 
beautiful dance for two. Ballroom 
dancing also includes dances like 
the cha-cha, mambo, samba and 
foxtrot.
Although ballroom dancing 
has been around for centuries, 
there is a renewed interest in it 
lately, said Hoyt Chambless, 
secretary of the San Luis Obispo 
C ou nty  U n ite d  A m ateu r  
Ballroom Association.
“There seems to be a surge in- 
ballroom dancing, but it goes 
that way often — up and then 
down,” Chambless said. “I think 
everything goes in cycles, and 
right now it’s ballroom dancing’s 
turn.”
Chambless said the United 
Amateur Ballroom Association in
San Luis Obispo County holds 
two ballroom dances a month — 
one in Morro Bay and another in 
Atascadero. He also said the or­
ganization, which has 63 mem­
bers, holds ballroom dance clas­
ses in Santa Maria at the YMCA.
Chambless said ballroom 
dancing has become popular be­
cause it is a wholesome, fun and 
inexpensive way to get exercise 
and meet people.
“It’s a classy, social event,” he 
said. “It’s a lot of fun ... (and) it 
doesn’t cost a lot of money. You 
meet a lot of nice people of all 
ages, so it’s a good social exer­
cise.”
Joy Harvey owns Ballroom 
Expressions, a dance studio in 
San Luis Obispo.
“I love ballroom dancing,” 
Harvey said. “I truly believe in 
dance. That’s why I started the 
business three years ago.”
Harvey said Ballroom Expres­
sions offers private and group 
lessons to people of all ages. She 
currently has 70 students who 
range in age from 22 to 84.
TTiere are a variety of reasons 
why her students are involved in 
ballroom dancing, she said.
“It depends on the person, 
Harvey said. “For some, it’s to fill 
an empty place. For some, it’s for 
the physical activity. For some, 
it’s because they’ve lost someone 
dear. It doesn’t replace that per­
son, but it fills a void.”
Student Sylvia Matulich 
agreed. “My husband died, and I 
realized I was becoming a 
recluse,” Matulich said. “I 
needed to get out. I’ve met a lot 
of nice people here.”
Dancer Paul Borkey has been 
dancing all his life. He said 
ballroom dancing is the way he 
expresses himself best, “It’s fun 
... I’m not much of a talker, so I 
dance,” he said.
Ballroom dancer Deborah 
Schlanser said dancing helped 
her become more outgoing. “I 
was a shy, inhibited librarian,” 
Schlanser said. “I thought it 
would help me get out of my 
shell.”
Student Janet lunker said she 
used to love to watch ballroom 
dancing, but never got involved 
— until two years ago.
“I loved to watch dancing and 
always wanted to learn ... then I 
just decided to do it. It’s a lot of 
fun, good exercise and a nice way 
to meet people,” lunker said.
Many of Harvey’s students 
compete every year in ballroom 
dancing competitions around the 
country. Harvey said the com­
petition is what attracts some of 
her students to dance.
“Some people dance because 
they love the competition, and 
they enjoy competing in a beauti­
ful expression like dance,” Har­
vey said.
See BALLROOM, page 6
PCPA digs through 'Love Letters'
Nostalgic play documents 50-year romance
By Monique McCarty
Staff Writer_____________________
Throughout history letters 
have been sent and received. 
Whether it was a note passed in 
cl ass, a letter from home while away 
at camp or from friends while at 
college, it seems love letters are the 
best kind of letters to receive.
One such special delivery has 
been made to the Severson Theatre 
in Santa Maria as the Pacific Con­
servatory of the Performing Arts 
(PCPA) Theaterfest stages A.R. 
Gurney's play "Love Letters" Aug. 
5 through Sept. 5.
"Love Letters" provides the 
opportunity to examine the art of 
letter writing and its effects.
"Letters are an intimate way 
to communicate," said Roger 
DeLaurier, the play's director. "One 
is free to remove masks and share 
who they really are without the 
immediate reaction of a face-to face 
conversation.'
The romance created through 
paper and pen in "Love Letters" is 
brought to its audience in a unique 
way.
The play’s characters, Melissa 
Gardner and Andrew Makepeace
Ladd III, sit side 
by side at a table 
readingtheirlet- 
ters aloud to 
each other.
Their story 
spans a 50-year 
relationship, be­
ginning in the 
second grade.
Their tale is 
told entirely  
through letters, 
from the first, 
carefree valen­
tines of grade
Photo by Tom Smith
Frederic Barbour plays Andrew Makepeace Ladd III.
Photo by Tom Smith
Lisa Paulsen Is Melissa Gardner in “Love Letters.”
school to the serious letters of adult­
hood that deal with marriage, di­
vorce and middle age.
"It doesn't matter what age 
you are," said Moorea Warren, 
PCPA’s publicist. "Everyone will 
be able to relate in one way or 
another depending on what stage 
of life they are currently in."
According to playwright 
Gurney, the play is somewhat au­
tobiographical and makes audi­
ences laugh and cry, Warren said.
The characters are bom into 
the elite world of New England 
society. Under social pressure they 
are forced to deal with dance classes 
and boarding 
schools.
As they 
grow older, An­
drew becomes 
stuffy and con­
forming while 
Melissabecomes 
volatile and re­
bellious.
M » TL ove  
Letters' deals 
with two differ- 
entlivesandhow 
their love and 
friendship links
DeLaurier said.
Paintings reflecting the 
character's personalities are placed 
behind each actor. Andrew’s paint­
ing is more traditional while 
Melissa's is a piece of modem art.
"These paintings will be visual 
support of who these people are," 
DeLaurier said.
Because of their differences 
they are not entirely aware of their 
intense bond, which comes through 
in their letters, Delaurier added.
There are two casts for "Love 
Letters." Frederic Barbour and Lisa 
Paulsen will alternate with Jack 
Greeman and Kitty Balay in the 
roles of Andrew and Melissa.
Both casts bring in their own 
interpretation of their characters 
to make two completely different 
productions," DeLaurier said.
"'Love Letters’ is ajourney into 
the secret heart where what is un­
said is as important as what is 
said," he said.
"'Love Letters' gives us a mo­
ment to reflect with compassion 
into our own secret hearts and own 
abiding loves," he said.
T icketn  fo r  "Love L e tters"  
ra n g e  fro m  $13 to  $16. F or m ore  
in fo rm a tio n  c a l l  922-8313.
mmM
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STEVE McCRANK/Summitr Mustang
Ballroomer Sylvia Matulich practices with instructor William Grady.
thursdayy august 19 hling Bookshop at 8 p.m.
n  T r» I- i. John Lawton plays country,□  Loco Ranchero presents at Linnaca'a
Spencer the Gardener with spe- * o ~  • ..i. i. .c.^1 . T ,,r f  Cafe at 8 p.m. in a pass the hatcial guests Large Wooden
Matches in an 18 and over show.
□  Naked Earth plays SLO 
Brew ing Co. at 9:30 p.m. for a 
$2 cover.
saturdayy aúgust 21
□ Loco Ranchero hosts an 18 
and over 70’s Disco Inferno 
□ Guitarist Susan Henry plays Dance Party, 
some tunes and sings at the
Earthling Bookshop at 8 p.m. □ sLO Brew ing Co. features 
in a pass the hat show. Pontiax at 9:30 p.m. for a $3
cover.
fridayy august 20
□ Guitarist Bill Roalman plays
□  SLO Brew ing Co. presents Earthling Bookshop at 8 p.m. 
Mento Buru at 9:30 for a $3 in a pass the hat show.
cover.
□  Country-flavored folk with The
□ David Triggs plays the Woodbys at Linnaea’s Cafe at 8 
twelve-string guitar at the Eart- p.m. in a pass the hat show.
Ford flees the law
TV  drama 'The Fugitive' makes 
'smashing' silver screen debut
By Jeffrey Jen
Staff Writer
The theme for this summer’s 
silver screen seems to be 
suspense and action. After “The 
Firm,” “In the Line of Fire” and 
“Cliffhanger” left movie fans 
clutching their seats, yet another 
action-thriller, “The Fugitive,” 
has making its way into theaters 
nationwide.
The movie is based on the 
television series of the same 
name which ran from 1963 to 
1967. Starring Harrison Ford 
and Ibmmy Lee Jones, the 
revampied, big-screen sequel 
makes it’s case as one of the best 
movies of the year.
Ford plays the fugitive. Dr.
Richard Kimble.
Directed by Andrew Davis, 
the plot seems simple. But once 
the action commences, its many 
twists and turns keep the 
audience tuned-in.
But there also seems to be an 
underlying lack of realism to the 
sequence of events the movie 
takes.
At the beginning of the film, 
Kimble’s wife has been murdered 
by a one-armed man. Tragically, 
Kmble is accused and then con­
victed when the justice system 
misinterprets his wife’s dying 
words. He is sentenced to death 
by lethal injection.
Powerful scenes of Kimble’s 
wife being beaten to death 
Sec FUGITIVE, page 6
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From page 5
Tuesday, Harvey and some of 
her students will participate in a 
dance competition in Las Vegas. 
They have done well in past com­
petitions, she said.
Couples may enter any one of 
20 different divisions and com­
pete at various skill levels.
FUGITIVE
From page 5
makes the audience forget about 
the lack of realism in the begin­
ning of the movie.
On the way to prison, Kimble 
escapes after a failed takeover 
attempt by fellow inmates causes 
the bus they’re in to crash and 
subsequently get run over by a 
train. The scene is so fast and 
dramatic it again moves realism 
to the background.
Enter Jones as Detective Sam 
Gerard of the U.S. Marshall’s Of­
fice. He takes over the case to 
track down Kimble.
Gerard is a joker who has an 
uncanny knack for his work. 
Jones portrays the detective as 
obsessed with tracking down 
Kimble, no matter how dirty the 
job gets.
In perhaps the most dramatic
part of the film, Kimble cries out, 
“I did not kill my wife.” The cold­
ly efficient Gerard replies, “I 
don’t care.”
After his escape, Kimball is 
haunted by memories of his 
deceased wife. He returns to 
Chicago (the site of his wife’s 
murder) to track down the killer.
What ensues is a cat-and- 
mouse mind game between 
Kimble and Gerard that hyp­
notizes the audience. Kimble 
receives help from old friends 
from time to time, but Gerard 
has his own squad of efficient in­
vestigators.
Thanks to many plot twists, 
the ending makes itself clear in 
the final minutes of the movie, 
thus causing the action to finally 
lose steam. By that time, 
however, people are too drawn in 
to care.
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Harvey encourages everyone 
to try ballroom dancing and 
claims anyone can learn.
“The reply I get from a lot of 
people is that they’d love to 
learn, but they have two left 
feet,” she said. “I say, *\bu 
walked through the door, that’s a 
dance step.’
week ending 8/16193
1. Fugazi
"In On the Kill Taker"
2. 'Du Huskers’
Compilation
3. Huevos Rancheroii
"Endsville”
4. Hepcat |
"Out o f Nowhere”
5. Cold Water Flat
"Listen ”
6. Smashing Pumpkins
"Siamese Dream"
7. Cypress Hill 
. "Black Sunday"
8. Flaming Lips 
"Transmissions from 
the Satellite Heart"
9. Swervedriver
"Never Lose That Feeling^'
10. Ali Fatke Toure
I  he Source
READERS
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the service, Parker-Kennedy 
said. Don believes there are two 
reasons for his popularity: he 
tackles books most other people 
won’t and he gets his work done 
faster
Parker-Kennedy agrees. “Stu­
dents always ask for him,” she 
said. “He does technical books, 
like engineering. Many other 
people just read literature be­
cause it’s interesting. When it 
comes to the technical stuff, they 
think it is boring. But Don does 
it anyway.
“He also gets the tapes done 
immediately, which is always a 
plus.”
Reggie is the only braillist 
who serves Cal Poly’s DSS office.
Parker-Kennedy describes her 
as “equally wonderful.”
“Both are just full of energy,” 
she said. “They get their work 
done very fast. Both are very 
pleasant and professional.”
Don proudly said reading and 
brailling is the couple's life work, 
now that they are in retirement.
On an average day, the 
Rohdes immediately dive into 
their work right after breakfast. 
“I go into my workr(X)m and start 
pounding on my braille machine 
and Don go es i nt o  hi s  
(workrcxim) and starts record­
ing,” Reggie said. “We close the 
door and don’t see each other 
until lunchtime.”
They said they may take a 
nap in the afterntxin but only as 
a break between work. Some­
times they^l stay up until mid­
night to finish their work.
The service the Rohdes 
provide is strictly volunteer. Cal 
Poly and other organizations 
usually supply them with paper 
and other materials needed, but 
sometimes they purchase neces­
sities with their own money.
The Rohdes live off their So­
cial Security benefits. They are 
living comfortably in their home 
in Los Osos and can afford the 
extra expenses of their volunteer 
work, they said.
And their volunteer work has 
become an essential part of their 
life. “I would be lost if I was not 
brailling nowadays,” Reggie said.
Both agree the satisfaction of 
helping impaired people cope 
with everyday life is the best 
part of their work. They said 
they only wished more people 
would like to do what they are 
now devoting the rest of their 
lives to.
sfT
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Where’s the most complete 
prívate gvm in town?
waleneiQ
3 B E D R O O M  A P A R T M E N T S
Apartments Private 
from Rooms from 
$825-1110 $2 7 0 -3 7 5
V A L E N C I A  S T U D E N T  H O U S I N G
Nearly filled  for Fall ’93!
Under new ownership & management
805/543-1450
555 Ramona Drive • San Luis Obispo, CA 93405
Classified
Announcements
GMAT GRE LSAT 
TEST PREP!
CALL THE PRINCETON REVIEW ANY 
TIME AT 995-0176 IN CAYUCOS.
Entertalnmenf 
SWEENY TODD
romance-mu sic-mu rde r-madness 
Weekends in August
P.L.O.T. 773-2882
Services ^
ALPHA CRISIS PREGNANCY CENTER 
24 HOUR LIFELINE 541-3367 
FREE PREGNANCY TESTING 
■A FRIEND FOR LIFE’
Word Processing
CLASSIFIED COMPUTER 543-2183 
ALL TYPING-LASER-FAST-ACCURATE
For Sale
Master's Theses, Sr, projs, resumes, 
etc. Laser printer. 549-8966 - Laura
MAC + PC TRAINING AND SERVICE 
SW Setup / Lessons OR Typing 
GREAT RATES! JANET; 772-5471
T&T TYPING & WORDPROCESSING 
THESES REPORTS RESUMES ETC. 
Prompt service. Rush jobs. 349-7367
Mlscellariepus
-LOSE WEIGHT-
Not drugs, meal replacements or 
shake drink, but complete weight 
management system. Full money 
back guarantee. Phone 489-6706.
FOR SALE MAC SE 40 megs Hard 
Drive, 2.5 megs FIAM, 2-800K 
Floppys, Imagewriter, Keyboard, 
Mouse. Call 756-5928
FURNITURE 
CHEAP, UNIQUE 
CALL 541-8659 
IT NEEDS T’GO
Hviu sta n g  d a ily
CLASSIFIEDS
HAS A CONVENIENT DROP BOX 
LOCAl ED AT THE U.U. INFO DESK. 
THE ADS WILL BE PICKED UP DAILY 
AT 11:00 AM.
Roommates
ALTA VISTA PARK- CONTEMP CONDO 
1 FEM. TO SHARE EX-LG BDRM IN 2 BED, 
2 1/2 BATH, FPLC, W/D/REF, MOSTLY 
FURNISHED, CLEAN, QUIET, AVIL NOW 
WALK 2 POLY, $275/MO LEASE TILL JUNE 
CALL 542-0337
LOS OSOS
2 ROOMS IN BAYSIDE HOUSE, W/D 
FIREPLACE, FULL KITCHEN 
BEAUTIFUL LOCATION $275/mo + 
1/3 UTIL + $200 DEP. 528-4993
Room for rent in 4 bed/2 bath 
house. Walk to Poly. 12 Month 
Lease Sept-Sept. $285+Util. 
Call Jeff 544-4382 or 
Steve 1-831-6020
its ^ PA>R.< PAN POR THE 
(?ET Ä\D Of 5 lin\n g ir ls
CLUB
7
IP NOU RESlGt^, c m  I  BE 
DiCTMOR-F0R-L\PE ^
I P lW T ^  
SW I WS 
RESISHWG.'
Rental Housing
4 BED 1 1/2 BATH HOUSE FOR RENT 
STOVE REFRIG. DISHWASHER WASHER 
DRYER YARD GARDENER CLEAN QUIET 
AVAILABLE NOW, 1966 VICENTE ST.
$1180 5 STUDENTS OK 543-2636
60 CASA ST. TOWNHOUSES. NOW 
TAKING APPLICATIONS FOR AUG. OR 
SEPTEMBER. NON-SMOKER, QUIET, 
NO PETS. 543-7555 ASK FOR BEA. 
WE CAN HELP FIND ROOMMATES TOO! 
3 BED. 2 BATH HOUSE FOR RENT, SEP. 1
CLASSIFIED COMPUTER 543-0321 
RENTAL LIST-SLO COUNTY-MCA/ISA
HOUSE FOR RENT 5 MIN. TO SLO 
5BD 3BA 1 1/2AC. W/4 STALL BARN 
549-8411
LUXURY 3 BED-2 1/2 BATH CONDO 
415 No. Chorro - $1200 - 543-8370
ROOMS 4 RENT
3 rooms avail, in Laguna Home 
Wash/Dry Furnished or not 
$300/mo + util. No pets/Snwking 
Call Bin: 543-3205
The Creek Apis 
772 Boysen
2BD 1BA Furn 543-9119 
walk to Poly 
12-mo Lease $600mo 
(JUL-AUG) $450mo
Homes for Sale
FOR A FREE LIST OF HOUSES & 
CONDOS FOR SALE IN SLO, CALL 
STEVE NELSON 543-8370 
Farrell Smyth R/E
^ ^ o s .  Burritos» ®
•ANNOUNCING» 
•'#1 4 yrs runn ing"  
New Location at 
295 Santa Rosa St.
>^\0 AtBERrQ.^
only
. B u rrito » ' et<^*
1131 Broad $t.,SL0 
295 Santa Rosa St.,SL0 
E xp . 8 -26-93
Breakfast Burrito ¿ ^ ’aa  
and medium drink
Breakfast Plate ' 
and medium drink
Coupon redeemable at our Pismo Beach location
841 DoUiver St, Pismo Beach
DISPOSABLE TINTED 
CONTACT LENSES
C I B A 'S  N e w V u e s ® S O F T C O L O R S  
T H E  F I R S T  W E E K L Y  D I S P O S A B L E  
W I T H  A N  E N H A N C I N G  T I N T .  
J U S T  C A L L  A N D  M A K E  A N  
A P P O I N T M E N T  F O R  A
F R E E  T R Y - O N ! !
• t i
Optometrie Services of Sin Luis Obispo 
Dr. David Schultz
778 MARSH STREET, SLO 543-5200
ALSO, DISPOSABLE LENSES TO CORRECT ASTIGMATISM
8 SUMMER Musta n g
There Will Be 
ATTstOn 
Saturday, 
August 21.
ON SATURDAY, AUGUST 21,1993, WE WILL BE 
TESTIN G  SIRENS A S PART OF THE SAN LUIS 
O B ISPO  COUNTY EARLY WARNING SYSTEM. 
SIRENS WILL SOUND AT NOON AND ONCE 
AGAIN ABOUT 30 MINUTES LATER.
You aren’t required to do anything at all
because this is only a test. The sirens will sound twice for 
up to five minutes each time.
If the sirens sound at any other time, tune your 
radio to 920 AM, 1400 AM, 98.1 EM, or to any other 
participating emergency broadcast system radio 
station and listen for emergency announcements.
Sponsored by the County of San Luis Obispo 
Office of Emergency Services and PG&E.
PHASEOUT
From page 3
are being most affected by class 
cancellations.
In the mechanical concentra­
tion, Rainey said 20 students 
were still in need of upper- 
division ET classes. He said 20 
others have completed all their 
degree requirements, except for 
senior project, which will still be 
offered.
In the electronics concentra­
tion, 52 students need courses 
and 13 have completed their re­
quirements, less senior project.
By Rainey’s calculations, the 
ET department will be able to 
graduate most ET majors cur­
rently enrolled. He said the five 
students lacking the prerequisite 
classes no longer offered by the 
department may find it more 
worthwhile to switch majors 
rather than attempt to sub­
stitute a large number of courses 
from other engineering depart­
ments.
Students were given several 
options when ET was targeted 
for phaseout in spring of 1992, 
Rainey said. Graduating seniors 
could finish classes at Cal Poly 
Pomona, transfer the credits and 
still obtain a degree from here. 
Students could also deviate or 
substitute courses no longer of­
fered by ET, change majors or 
transfer to another school.
Rainey also said that since 
this past spring students have 
been informed of those courses 
being offered that would not be 
made available again.
He also said as many as seven 
transfer students who entered 
the ET department in fall of 
1992 were admitted with the un­
derstanding that they were to 
switch majors immediately.
“I’ve been sensitive to the 
situation, so I’ve been trying to 
help,” Rainey said. “I don’t know 
what else we could have done dif­
ferently.”
“We were told we would be 
able to graduate,” Molina said. 
But now, he said he’s been told to 
transfer.
Rainey acknowledged that he 
advised Molina to seek enroll­
ment at Pomona if he wanted to 
continue pursuing an ET degree. 
Rainey said he would recom­
mend the same for the other af­
fected students. Otherwise, he 
said, there is only so much the 
department can do.
“If they (decide) to stay in ET 
and cannot take a certain class, 
we will work with the students 
as much as possible and help 
them find a course to deviate,” 
Rainey said.
Safwat Moustafa, assistant 
department head of mechanical 
engineering, said his department 
is also working with ET students 
who want to substitute an ME 
course into their curriculum.
“We take it on a case-by-case 
basis, depending on the course,” 
Moustafa said. He said some ET 
students have even switched to 
mechanical engineering and are 
doing well.
“Any time there is a change of 
major, there is normally a delay,” 
Moustafa said, referring to the 
time students usually have to 
spend catching up on prere­
quisites. “This time the delay is 
quite modest.”
Molina said he was exploring 
his options.
“From what I understand, a 
lot of students admitted when I 
was either left or switched 
majors,” he said.
If he can’t graduate from Cal 
Poly as an ET student, he said he 
might change his major to in­
dustrial engineering.
“I think it’s worth it to stay at
